Dr. Justin Walley becomes a member of the PSI Faculty Scholars

Dr. Justin Walley

The Iowa State University’s Plant Sciences Institute (PSI) awards flexible funding to investigators to engage in innovative and high-risk research that may lead to important breakthroughs in
PSI’s focus area of predicted phenomics. Predicted phenomics is a complex and rapidly emerging
discipline in which scientists attempt to understand in detail the effects of plant genotype and environment and the interaction between the two.
PSI scholars receive funding for up to three years. They participate in weekly workshop series designed to promote collaborations among plant scientists, engineers, and computational scientists. Dr. Justin Walley was recently named a PSI scholar. He will join Dr. Allen Miller, and Dr. Steven Whitham as another PLPM faculty in this highly selective group of scientists.
To learn more about the new appointed 2018 PSI Faculty Scholars click here.
To learn more about the current PSI Faculty Scholars, click here.

New Fungus Species Named in Honor of Iowa State University Scientists

Dr. Thomas Harrington

Thomas Harrington, a professor of plant pathology and microbiology, and
Doug McNew, a mycologist and his longtime lab technician, identified three new species of oak blight fungus called Tubakia. They added the fungi‘s names to the scientific
nomenclature in honor of three former Iowa State colleagues.
The new fungal species are:
Tubakia hallii, named for forest geneticist Richard B. Hall
Tubakia tiffanyae, named for mycologist Lois H. Tiffany
Tubakia macnabbii, named for forest pathologist H. Sande McNabb
Dr. Harrington mentioned that the rule for naming a new species is that it must
be Latinized. To become official, the name and a detailed description must be published
in a peer-reviewed scholarly journal. There also must be a representative specimen of
the species available. In this case, specimens of the three new Tubakia species are in the
Iowa State herbarium. Once the name clears peer review and is published, it’s official.
Dr. Harrington said the naming process usually takes about a year. The three
new fungi were published in Antonie van Leeuwenhoek Journal of Microbiology in late
2017 (read publication here).
More details about this story here.

Dr. Nancy Boury received the 2018 Learning Communities Scholarship Award
Iowa State University learning community scholarship awards are bestowed to individuals or
research teams that have significantly contributed to the scholarship of learning communities. Scholarship may include publications that are technical papers, conference proceedings, journal articles, capstones, theses, or dissertations that have been published, accepted for publication, or submitted and in
review during the past two years.
Dr. Nancy Boury was selected to receive the 2018 Learning Communities Scholarship award.
Congratulations to Dr. Boury for her achievements.

Dr. Nancy Boury

May 7, 2018 2:00p.m.-4:00p.m. Bessey Hall Rm: 248. Retirement reception for Dr. Forrest Nutter
May 8-10, 2018 Loomis/CBC Joint Symposium & Workshop: “Genome editing– putting together the pieces”. Molecular Biology Building, Iowa State University. Register here.
June 12-14, 2018 the North Central Division of the American Phytopathology Society, Fargo, North Dakota. More information
here.
July 28, 2018 8:00a.m.-6:00p.m. 6th International Oomycetes Workshop: “Phytophthora, Pythium, Downy Mildews, and related genera”.
More Info here.
July 29-August 3. ICPP2018 program. This year the ICPP will be held in Boston, MA. Register here.
August 31, 2018 5:00-8:00 p.m. PLPM Fall Retreat. Story County Conservation Center. More details coming soon.
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Chase Mayers received the 2018 Excellence in Teaching Award by the
Midwestern Association of Graduate Schools

Chase Mayers

Chase Mayers, a PhD candidate in Thomas Harrington's lab and a member of the Interdepartmental Microbiology program, was awarded the 2018 Excellence in Teaching Award in the doctoral category by the Midwestern Association of Graduate Schools (MAGS). Chase taught for seven semesters at
ISU, including microbiology, mycology, and human anatomy labs. MAGS has more than 100 member
institutions, including ISU, and selects one doctoral and one master's student each year to receive the
award. Each institution can nominate only one MS student and one PhD student for the MAGS competition, and Chase is the first ISU representative to be selected for the doctoral MAGS award. He traveled
to Grand Rapids, Michigan on April 5th to accept the award at the 74th Annual MAGS meeting. Chase
also successfully defended his PhD on April 12th, and will begin an NSF-funded postdoctoral fellowship
at Cornell in September.

Dr. Surya Kanakala received Postdoctoral Scholar Travel Award to attend the 37 th
Annual Meeting of the American Society for Virology
The American Society for Virology (ASV) promotes exchange of information and stimulates discussion and collaboration among virologists. ASV has a grant from the National Institute of Health (NIH)
to help support travel to the ASV annual meeting of pre-doctoral students and post-doctoral fellows. Dr.
Surapathrudu (Surya) Kanakala was awarded a $500 postdoctoral scholar travel award to attend the 37 th
Annual Meeting of the ASV 2018 hosted by the University of Maryland, July14-18.
Dr. Surya Kanakala

Graduate students from Dr. Roger Wise’s lab win poster presentation at the
Bioinformatics and Computational Biology Symposium
On Friday, March 30, 2018, the Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
(BCB) program held its 4th symposium with the topic "The Past and Future of Bioinformatics and Computational Biology". Two BCB graduate students from Wise's lab
received poster prizes for second and third place. Valeria Velasquez received second place with the project: "Id entificatio n o f Dynam ic Transcrip tio nal Regulators of
Plant Disease Resistance using the Barley-Powdery Mildew Pathosystem" and Sagnik
Banerjee received third place with his poster entitled: "A co m p utatio nal p ipeline to
identify host targets of fungal virulence proteins using next generation yeast two-hybrid."
Congratulations to Roger Wise’s students, Valeria and Sagnik, for effectively showcasing their research in a poster presentation.

LAS Honor Student presented her research project at the Memorial Union honors
poster presentation

Eunice Kong

The Iowa State University Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) students
benefit from the resources and capabilities of a large and dynamic research
university along with the personal attention, small class sizes, and intellectual community characteristic of smaller, selective liberal arts colleges. To be a
member of the LAS Honors, students are required to develop a program of
study (POS) that reflects the intellectual depth and breadth that distinguish
Honors curricula from the standard criteria for graduation. Some of the requirements of the honors’ program include taking a minimum of 60 credits
at the 300/400+ level classes, 2 honor seminars, and successful completion
and presentation of an honors project.

Eunice Kong is an undergraduate student working in Dr. Roger Wise’s lab. Eunice started to work in Dr. Wise’s lab
since she was a junior in high school (Spring 2013). Upon high school graduation, Eunice continued her studies at Iowa
State University majoring in Biochemistry. As an LAS honors’ student, Eunice had to write and submit an honors project
proposal to the LAS honors committee to be approved into the program. The title of her project proposal was “Characterizing
Transgenic Events of Effectors in Barley”. She worked and completed her honors project under the supervision of Dr. Roger
Wise. On Wednesday, April 25, 2018, Eunice presented the results from her project proposal at the honor’s poster presentation in the Great Hall, Memorial Union. After working five years in the Wise lab, Eunice decided to continue her professional training and become a dentist. Eunice will be graduating this spring semester and attend the University of Iowa College
of Dentistry this upcoming fall to pursue her Doctorate of Dental Surgery and become a general dentist. We would like to
wish Eunice Kong the best of luck on her next career path.
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Dr. Kristina Petrovic, Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops, Novi Sad, Serbia
On Tuesday, April 3, 2018, Dr. Kristina Petrović from the Institute of
Field and Vegetable Crops in Serbia presented her work in a seminar entitled: “Soybean diseases and the importance of certified seed.” Dr. Petrović’s research focuses on soybean pathogens as this in an important crop in Servia.
She is currently doing a postdoc at South Dakota State University working
on pathogen detection and diversity, and development of disease management strategies in soybean.
Check the seminar video here.

Dr. Ryan Smith, Iowa State University, Department of Entomology
On Monday, April 9, 2018, Dr. Ryan Smith from the Department of Entomology at Iowa
State University presented his work in a seminar entitled: “Mosquito surveillance in Iowa: A new
nemesis and old foes.” During his seminar, Dr. Smith talked about the dynamics between West Nile
virus transmission and the distribution of mosquitoes in Iowa. Dr. Smith and collaborators performed surveys on the land to study the distribution of mosquitos’ populations. He is trying to
determine how this dynamic contributes to transmission incidents of West Nile virus and how
bird migrant populations influence transmission and distribution of the virus.
To learn more about the Smith lab, click here.
Check the seminar video here.

Dr. Amanda Brown, Texas Tech University
On Tuesday, April 17, 2018, Dr. Amanda Brown from Texas Tech University presented her research work in a seminar entitled: “Comparative genomics insights into the wonderful world of plant-feeding invertebrate microbiomes.”
Dr. Brown’s research focused on the evolution, ecology, and function of hostassociated microbes. Some of the burning questions that her research addresses
are: How are microbial partnerships maintained in the face of evolutionary and
ecological forces? How do microbial interdependencies and symbioses originate? Etc. Because Dr. Brown work involves diverse host-microbe systems interactions, her work is very collaborative. She is also currently looking for new
graduate students, if you would like to learn more about Dr. Amanda Brown’s
work, check her lab website here.
To watch the seminar video click here.

Dr. José Pablo Dundore-Arias, University of Minnesota
Dr. Jose Pablo Dundore-Arias is an ISU alumnus, (M.S. degree with
Gary Munkvold) who got his PhD with Jeri Barak at University of Wisconsin
and is now a postdoc with Linda Kinkel at University of Minnesota. On Tuesday, April 24, 2018, he presented his research work in a seminar entitled:
“Multi-trophic interactions in the phytobiome and their role in the safety and sustainability of agricultural production.” Dr. Dundore-Arias's research focuses on the
investigation of potential direct and indirect mechanisms used by plants to
enrich specific microbial populations, microbial functional traits that enhance
plant fitness and inhibit plant pathogens, and plant-microbe ecological and coevolutionary dynamics.
Check the seminar video here.

Dr. Sally Mallowa Obura, Augustana University, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Dr. Sally Mallowa Obura, is an Iowa State University plant pathology and microbiology alumnus (from Dr. Alison Robertson’s lab) who is currently on the Biology Department faculty at Augustana University, Sioux
Fall, South Dakota, where her position responsibilities focus primarily on
undergraduate teaching. On Tuesday, May 1, 2018, Dr. Mallowa presented
her undergraduate teaching approaches in a seminar entitled: “Being a plant
pathologist when no one cares!” During her presentation, we learned about the
different approaches she uses when teaching plant pathology to biologists
and non-biologists. She is a passionate advocate for teaching as a profession
as well as improving outreach from APS to international scientists. As a professor at Augustana Univeristy, Dr. Sally engages her students on case studies and international group collaborative projects as part of her class activities.
To watch the seminar video click here.
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Identifying Tree Problems Sustainable Urban Landscapes
Lina Rodriguez-Salamanca,
Laura Jesse, Mark Vitosh

Oak Wilt - Identification and Management - Sustainable Urban Landscapes

This 2018 publication on
guidelines for examining
unhealthy trees and finding
expert help can be found at
the ISU extension and outreach website (click here)

This 2018 publication on management
practices can be found at the ISU extension and outreach website (click here)

Mark Gleason, Daren Mueller, Lina Rodriguez-Salamanca

Retirement reception for Dr. Forrest Nutter

ISU Experts Help Youth Learn Pest Management through Friendly Competition
The Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Integrated Pest Management program will host its eighth annual Crop
Scouting Competition for Iowa Youth on July 30 at the Field Extension Education Laboratory in Boone, Iowa. The goal of the event is
to bring awareness to Iowa agriculture and help Iowans learn
more about integrated pest management basics through hands-on
learning and teamwork. High school students (those completing
grades 9-12) from Iowa are invited to put their crop scouting skills
to the test, competing against other Iowa youth teams across the
state.
To register, submit a completed registration form by July
1, 2018. For more details, event registration, and preparation resources visit www.ipm.iastate.edu/cropscouting
To read more about this story, click here.

2018 Loomis & CBC Symposium
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