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NAMA award to SCN Coalition 

 The National Agri-Marketing Association (NAMA) is the largest U.S. asso-

ciation for marketing and agribusiness, and the Best of NAMA Awards honor the 

nation’s best work in agricultural communications. The National Agri-Marketing 

Association has named the soybean cyst nematode (SCN) Coalition as a 2019 Best of 

NAMA Award recipient for their “Take the test. Beat the pest.” campaign. The 

catch phrase was a call to action to growers that they needed to test their fields to 

determine if soybean cyst nematode numbers were being kept in check. The SCN 

coalition is a public/checkoff/private partnership formed in 2018 to increase the 

number of growers who are actively managing SCN. Since its launch, the SCN Coa-

lition’s public relations efforts have made 12.1 million impressions among North 

America’s soybean growers 

Dr. Greg Tylka, plant pathology and microbiology and director of the Iowa 

Soybean Research Center, has conducted research on more than 25,000 experi-

mental research plots over 15 years. Dr. Tylka helped build the SCN Coalition along 

with nematologists and plant pathologists from Michigan State University, Univer-

sity of Missouri, Sygenta, the Iowa Soybean Association, as well as several others.  

Read the complete News Release publication here.  

Dr. Mark Gleason and Dr. Lina Rodriguez Salamanca (PLPM) 

along with Dr. Donald Lewis (Entomology), Barb Clawson 

(Horticulture) led a class of 20 Iowa State University students on the 

integrated management of tropical crops-study abroad to Costa Rica. 

The group was hosted by two UCR professors (Universidad de Costa 

Rica), and 6 UCR students that accompanied the group on tours and 

visits. The group had the opportunity to visit with farmers and ask 

questions about their operation, including disease and pest challenges. 

The group visited many crops including: mango, muskmelon, oil 

palm, banana, pineapple, papaya, coconut, plantains, coffee, and cas-

sava. Students were immersed in Costa Rican culture; they enjoyed 

plenty of fresh fruit, good coffee, and had the opportunity to visit the 

National Park Manuel Antonio. The hospitality of the Costa Rican stu-

dents and their families provided for a warm welcome in a foreign 

culture. This class is offered spring in uneven years and is open to un-

dergrad and graduate students. In even years, Costa Rican students 

come to visit Iowa. We look forward to hosting them to experience 

agriculture in Iowa. 
Photos provided by Lina Rodriguez 

https://www.facebook.com/PlantPathISU/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=8338935
https://twitter.com/PlantPathISU
https://www.thescncoalition.com/application/files/5815/5553/7365/SCN_Coalition_wins_national_Best_of_NAMA_-_FINAL_4-17-19_for_website.pdf
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Dr. Natalie Clark 

 Dr. Natalie Clark, a postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Justin Walley’s Lab, was 

awarded a USDA-NIFA fellowship for her research proposal “Generating multi-

scale networks of Northern Corn Leaf Blight resistance”. Dr. Clark joined the Wal-

ley lab early this Spring semester. She graduated from North Carolina State Univer-

sity working under the mentorship of Dr. Ross Sozzani where she studied the ge-

netics networks controlling stem cell regulation in Arabidopsis roots. Upon gradua-

tion, Dr. Clark continued to work with Dr. Sozzani until she joined the Walley lab. 

Dr. Clark’s expertise includes mathematical modeling and systems biology. Con-

gratulations to Natalie and we look forward to hearing more about her research.  

Valeria Velasquez-Zapata 

Valeria Velasquez Zapata, a PhD student in Bioinformatics and Com-

putational Biology, who is currently doing her thesis in Roger Wise's lab, was 

awarded a renewal for the Faculty for the Future Fellowship from the Schlum-

berger Foundation for the 2019-2020 year. The Faculty for the Future program 

awards fellowships to women from developing and emerging economies to 

pursue PhD or Post-doctorate studies in science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) disciplines at leading universities worldwide. Currently 

the program involves a Community of 721 women from 80 countries. The pro-

gram’s long-term goal is to generate conditions that result in more women pur-

suing scientific careers by lowering the barriers women face when entering 

STEM disciplines, thus reducing the gender gap. Let's congratulate Valeria for 

her achievement.   

If you would like to learn more about the Schlumberger Foundation Faculty 

for the Future fellowship, click here.  

 The annual Iowa State Research Day is an opportunity 

for researchers and scholars of all disciplines to come together. 

This event is about celebrating your work and discovering your 

campus peers’ interests. During the Iowa State Research Day, 

more than 250 Iowa State researchers came together to celebrate 

their work while exploring the work of their peers at the third-

annual ISU Research Day on March 28. The event featured a 

poster session where researchers presented their ideas and inter-

ests, four-minute lightning talks, Story Collider talks, and a story-

telling session where narration is intertwined in personal re-

search and scholarship. Dr. Tom Harrington and Dr. Leonor 

Leandro where among the presenters in the story telling session. 

In addition to Dr. Harrington and Dr. Leandro’s participation, 

there were a couple student from PLPM who presented poster 

describing their research.  

 You can check the video highlights of this event here.  

Dr. Tom Harrington 
Dr. Leonor Leandro 

Carter, M., Helm, M., Chapman, A., Wan, E., Restrepo Sierra, A.M., Inner, R., Bogdanove, A., Wise, R.P.  2019. Conver-

gent Evolution of Effector Protease Recognition by Arabidopsis and Barley. Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, 

32:5, 550-565. https://doi.org/10.1094/MPMI-07-18-0202-FI 

https://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/sozzani-lab/
https://www.fftf.slb.com/
https://www.storycollider.org/archive
https://www.vpresearch.iastate.edu/research-day-2019/
https://doi.org/10.1094/MPMI-07-18-0202-FI
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Valeria Velasquez, a PhD student in Bioinformatics and Computa-

tional Biology in Roger Wise's Lab was given the opportunity to attend the 

Underrepresented Minorities and people with Disabilities (URMD) Grad 

Cohort from the Computer Research Association (CRA).  This year, the Grad 

Cohort URMD was held in Waikoloa Village, Hawaii from March 21 to 

March 23, 2019. At the CRA URMD Grad Cohort Workshop, participants 

spent two days interacting with senior computing researchers and profes-

sionals, who shared pertinent information on graduate school survival skills, 

as well as more personal information and insights about their experiences. 

The workshop included a mix of formal presentations, informal discussions, 

and social events. This year the workshop was held in Hawaii and gathered 

graduate students in Computer Science and related fields from all over the 

country. The student attendance was composed of underrepresented groups 

in computing such as African American, Hispanic, Native American, Native 

Hawaiian, and Persons with Disabilities.    

Valeria commented that the interaction with diverse people from all 

areas of computing science was a valuable experience. She learned a lot from 

the stories from attendees and presenters, which she believed would enrich 

her journey as a Ph.D. student at Iowa State University. 

 If you would like to learn more about the URMD Grad Cohort pro-

gram, click here.  

Valeria Velasquez-Zapata 

Former Iowa State University alumnus Professor Savithramma Dinesh-Kumar 

will receive the Noel Keen Award for Research Excellence in Molecular Plant Patholo-

gy from the American Phytopathological Society (APS). Dr. Dinesh-Kumar completed 

his Ph.D. in Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology under the mentorship of 

Dr. Allen Miller. The Noel Keen Award for Research Excellence in Molecular Plant Pa-

thology recognizes APS members for research excellence in molecular plant pathology. 

Individuals who receive this award have made outstanding contributions and demon-

strated sustained excellence and leadership in research that significantly advances the 

understanding of molecular aspects of host–pathogen interactions, plant pathogens or 

plant-associated microbes, or molecular biology of disease development or defense 

mechanisms. Recipients of the Noel T. Keen Award for 2019 will receive recognition at 

the annual meeting awards ceremony and an award plaque. 

 Dr. Dinesh-Kumar received a Life Science Research Fellowship, which funded 

his post-doctoral work at the USDA–ARS Plant Gene Expression Center (PGEC) and 

the University of California, Berkeley. In 1999, he accepted a faculty position in the De-

partment of Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology at Yale University where 

he advanced to associate professor in 2004. In 2010, he moved to the Department of 

Plant Biology at the University of California, Davis, where he is now professor and the 

department chair and a professor in The Genome Center. Dr. Dinesh-Kumar is interna-

tionally recognized for his significant contributions to understanding the molecular 

basis of plant immune responses to pathogen infections. His research discoveries have 

led to the creation of many new paradigms and raised and answered many crucial 

questions in the field of plant immunity. Dr. Dinesh-Kumar’s research accomplish-

ments are recognized by a number of awards, including Fellow of the AAAS in 2018, 

the University of California, Davis Faculty Research Award in 2016, a Junior Faculty 

Fellowship in 2003, and a Hellman Family Fellowship in 2000. We would like to con-

gratulate Professor Savithramma Dinesh-Kumar for all his accomplishments and we 

look forward to hearing more about them. Read the complete APS Honorary award 

biography of Dr. Dinesh-Kumar, here.   

 Check out Dr. Dinesh-Kumar lab here.  

 If you would like to learn more about the Noel T. Keen Award, click here.  

Dr. Dinesh-Kumar 

https://cra.org/events/2019-urmd-grad-cohort/#overview
https://www.apsnet.org/members/give-awards/awards/Pages/Savithramma-Dinesh-Kumar-.aspx
http://www-plb.ucdavis.edu/labs/dinesh-kumar/
https://www.apsnet.org/members/give-awards/donate/giving/funds/Pages/NoelKeenAward.aspx
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 The advance registration for the Annual American Phytopathological 

Society (APS) is now open. This year’s annual meeting is another opportunity 

to sow, know, and grow with your plant pathology colleagues from across the 

nation and the world. Please note that prices go up (~$50) after May 30, 2019 

(for Advance rate) or July 8 (for Regular rate). To register for the Annual APS 

meeting, click here. 

 The American Phytopathological Society (APS) is 

encouraging scientists to submit Art in Phytopathology 

to phytopathart@gmail.com. To enter the competition, 

you need to attach a digital copy of your artwork and 

email to phytopathart@gmail.com. In your submission, 

include your full name, job title, employer address, title 

of your artwork, brief description of your artwork (how 

the artwork was produced, what it depicts, etc.), and per-

mission for APS to reproduce or publish your submis-

sion. Current APS membership is required for all appli-

cants. There is a limit of three entries per person.  

Submission deadline is June 15, 2019.  

 PRIZE:  

Category winner awarded $50  

“Best in show” wins extra $50!  

Winners will be announced at APS Annual 

Meeting in Cleveland, Ohio  

The Iowa Soybean Research Center is holding their Summer Field Tour on July 1, 2019.  This is a one-day tour 

that includes visits to the Bayer Learning Center (formerly the Monsanto Learning Center) near Huxley, Iowa, and a 

farmer in Blue Grass, Iowa.  

The Bayer Learning Center is located off I-35 and IA Highway 210.  Its focus is on agronomic education about 

precision agriculture, equipment, and applications.  There is the indoor facility as well as 50 acres of field demonstra-

tions surrounding it.  Our host will lead us on a two-hour, interactive tour of seed science, precision equipment, and 

data science. 

The one-day tour will depart Ames around 7:30 A.M. and returning by 6:00 P.M.  The ISRC will charter a bus 

for travel and supply lunch, snacks, bottled water, and sunscreen.  The weather may not be favorable, so we ask that 

you plan and dress, accordingly. 

Please contact Jill Cornelis, cornelis@iastate.edu, with questions. 

https://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/planthealth2019/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/planthealth2019/registration/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.apsnet.org/members/leadership/apsleadership/comm/Pages/ArtinPhytoResults.aspx
mailto:phytopathart@gmail.com
mailto:phytopathart@gmail.com
http://www.iowasoybeancenter.org/
https://monsanto.com/products/learning-centers/huxley-iowa-learning-center/
mailto:cornelis@iastate.edu
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Tuesday, March 5, 2019. Dr. Nancy Boury – “The use 

of focused concept inventories to assess core skills and 

identify common student misconceptions”  

Tuesday, March 12, 2019. Dr. Melanie Ivey, The 

Ohio State University – “Development and evaluation 

of novel intelligent sprayer technology for hop downy 

mildew management” 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019. Dr. Nick Peters – 

“Discipline-based education research in Plant Pathology 

and Microbiology” 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019. Dr. Anthony Keinath, Clem-

son University – “Movement of Stagonosporopsis spe-

cies, causal agents of gummy stem blight on cucurbits, by 

land, air, and sea”  

Tuesday, April 9, 2019. Muhammad Mohsin Raza – 

“Modeling yield loss due to soybean sudden death syn-

drome at different spatial scales”  

Tuesday, April 16, 2019. Joshua Viggers – “The im-

pact of fungicide application methods on soybean” 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019. Dr. Kyaw (Joe) Aung, ISU 

Department of Genetics, Development and Cell Biol-

ogy (GDCB) – “Pathogenic bacteria manipulate plant 

cell-to-cell communication to spread disease” 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019. Chelsea Harbach – 

“Mythbusters: Can cover crops really help with the soy-

bean cyst nematode problem?”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-K5VEudY-hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAvOW-iJUY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt3BEc7TxWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pi7X8Du138I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avoS35oRInQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2BzUBq69LI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMd0VYqvLcM

